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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: ^ 

l'.' 

i 
j 

Listing of Claims: f™ 

1. (Currently amended) A method of monitoring the performance of a [■ 
program being executed on a computer system, comprising: L 

executing the program on a computer system, the program having object 
code instructions: 

at intervals interrupting execution of the program, including delivering a . ;". 

L. 

first interrupt; and 

in response to at least a subset of the first interrupts, dete rmin i ng 
measuring a latency of a particular object code instruction, storing the latency in a S-. 
first database, the particular object code instruction being executed by the |_ 
computer such that the program remains unmodified. ;-" 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said d e t e rmining > 
measuring the latency includes: 1: 

determining an initial value of a cycle counter; r„ 
performing the particular object code instruction; r . 
determining a final value of the cycle counter; and 

d e t e rmin irra- measurinq the latency based on the initial value and the final ~ 

value. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising: 

executing at least one instruction selected from the set consisting of (A) an L 
instruction for ensuring that the particular object code instruction is performed i 
after the initial value of the cycle counter is determined, and (B) an instruction for 
ensuring that the particular object code instruction is performed before the final |;; 
value of the cycle counter is determined. p 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising: 
applying an adjustment to the final value. 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the particular object code 
instruction has a variable execution time. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the particular object code 
instruction is a memory access instruction. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the computer system includes a 
plurality of memory units, each memory unit of the plurality of memory units 
having a different range of access times, and further comprising: 

associating the particular object code instruction with a memory unit in 
accordance with the latency and the range of access times for the memory unit. 



9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein s a i d d e t e rm i ning 



measuring the latency Includes: 

determining an initial value of a cycle counter, 

executing a first dependent instruction to provide a predetermined 
execution order; 

performing the particular object code instruction; 

executing a second dependent instruction to provide the predetermined 
execution order, 

determining a final value of the cycle counter; and 

determining the latency based on the initial value and the final value. 

10, (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein the first and second dependent 
instructions are memory barrier instructions, 

ii $744,01/2 162 151W Page 3 of 10 




PAGE 9T16 * RCVD AT 2/18/2004 4:02:1 2 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CStD:713 238 8008 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-00 



Sent by: CONLEY ROSE, P.C. 713 238 8008; 02/18/04 14:55; Jfitffla_#649; Page 10/16 



Appl. No.: 09/540.952 

Amdt dated February 18, 2004 

Reply to Office action of November 19, 2003 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said-de t e rm i ning 
measuring Includes: 

identifying at least one issue block of Instructions; and 
interpreting the instructions of the at least one issue block; 
wherein said particular object code instruction is in the issue block. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein said interpreting emulates a 
machine language instruction set of the computer system. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11 wherein said interpreting updates a 
state of the interrupted program as though each interpreted instruction had been 
directly executed by the computer system. 

\ 14. (Currently amended) A computer program product for sampling latency of 

\ a computer program having object code instructions while the object code 
instructions are executing without modifying the computer program, the computer 
program product for use in conjunction with a computer system, the computer 
program product comprising a computer readable storage medium and a 
computer program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program 
mechanism comprising: 

one or more instructions to deliver interrupts at intervals during execution 
of the program, including delivering a first interrupt; 

one or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e- measure a latency of a particular 
object code instruction; and 

one or more instructions to, in response to at least a subset of the first 
interrupts, store the latency value for the particular object code instruction in a first 
database. 

15. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 14 wherein 
said one or more instructions to det e rm i n e -measure t he latency vatue include 

instructions to: 
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determine an initial value of a cycle counter; 
perform the particular object code instruction; 
determine a final value of the cycle counter; and 

d e term i n e- measure the latency based on the initial value and the final 

value. 

16. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14 further comprising at 
least one instruction selected from the set consisting of (A) an instruction for 
ensuring that the particular object code instruction is performed after the initial 
value of the cycle counter is determined, and (B) an instruction for ensuring that 
the particular object code instruction is performed before the final value of the 
cycle counter is determined. 

17. (Original) The computer program product of claim 15 further comprising 
one or more instructions to apply an adjustment to the final value. 

18. (Cancelled). 

19. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14 wherein the 
particular object code instruction has a variable execution time. 

20. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14 wherein the 
particular object code instruction is a memory access instruction. 

21. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14 wherein the 
computer system includes a plurality of memory units, each memory unit of the 
plurality of memory units having a different range of access times, and further 
comprising one or more instructions that associate the particular object code 
instruction with a memory unit in accordance with the latency value and the range 
of access times for the memory unit. 
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22. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 14 wherein 
said one or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e measure the latency value include: 

one or more instructions to determine an initial value of a cycle oounter, 
a first dependent Instruction to provide a predetermined execution order; 
the particular object code instruction; 

a second dependent instruction to provide the predetermined execution 

order; 

one or more instructions to determine a final value of the cycle counter; 

and 

one or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e measure t he latency value based on 
the initial value and the final value. 

23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22 wherein the first and 
second dependent instructions are memory barrier instructions. 

24. (Currently Amended) The oomputer program product of claim 14 wherein 
said instructions to d e t e rm i n e measure include: 

one or more instructions that identify at least one issue block of 
instructions; and 

an interpreter to interpret the instructions of the at least one issue block; 
wherein said particular object code instruction is in the issue block. 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24 wherein the 
interpreter emulates a machine language instruction set of the computer system. 

26. (Original) The computer program product of claim 24 wherein the 
interpreter updates a state of the interrupted program as though each interpreted 
instruction had been directly executed by the computer system. 

27. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a processor for executing instructions; and 
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a memory storing instructions including: 

one or more instructions to deliver interrupts at intervals during 
execution of the program, including delivering a first interrupt; 

one or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e measure a latency of a 
particular object code instruction; and 

one or more instructions to, in response to at least a subset of the 
first interrupts, store the latency value for the particular object code instruction in a 
first database, 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 27 wherein said one 
or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e -measure t he latency value include instructions 
to: 

determine an initial value of a cycle counter; 
perform the particular object code instruction; 
determine a final value of the cycle counter; and 

determ i ne - measure t he latency based on the initial value and the final 

value. 

29. (Original) The computer system of claim 27 wherein the memory further 
comprises at least one instruction selected from the set consisting of (A) an 
instruction for ensuring that the particular object code instruction is performed 
after the initial value of the cycle counter is determined, and (B) an instruction for 
ensuring that the particular object code instruction is performed before the final 
value of the cycle counter is determined. 

30. (Original) The computer system of claim 28 wherein the memory further 
comprises one or more instructions to apply an adjustment to the final value. 

31. (Cancelled). 
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32- (Original) The computer system of claim 27 wherein the particular object 
code instruction has a variable execution time. 

33. (Original) The computer system of claim 27 wherein the particular object 
code instruction is a memory access instruction. 

34. (Original) The computer system of claim 27 further comprising: 
a plurality of memory units, each memory unit of the plurality of memory 

units having a different range of access times, and 

wherein the memory further comprises one or more instructions that 
associate the particular object code instruction with a memory unit in accordance 
with the latency value and the range of access times for the memory unit 

35. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 27 wherein said one 
or more instructions to d e t e rmin e measure t he latency value include: 

one or more instructions to determine an initial value of a cycle counter; 
a first dependent instruction to provide a predetermined execution order; 
the particular object code instruction; 

a second dependent instruction to provide the predetermined execution 

order, 

one or more instructions to determine a final value of the cycle counter; 

and 

one or more instructions to d e t e rm i n e measure t he latency value based on 
the initial value and the final value. 

36. (Original) The computer system of claim 36 wherein the first and second 
dependent instructions are memory barrier instructions. 

37. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 27 wherein said 
instructions to d e t e rmin e measure include: 
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one or more instructions that identify at least one issue block of 
instructions; and 

an interpreter to interpret the instructions of the at least one issue block; 
wherein said particular object code instruction is in the issue block. 

38. (Original) The computer system of claim 37 wherein the interpreter 
emulates a machine language instruction set of the computer system. 

39. (Original) The computer system of claim 37 wherein the interpreter 
updates a state of the interrupted program as though each interpreted instruction 
had been directly executed by the computer system. 
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